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Mr. Van Norden’s 2nd Grade Class
North Valley Academy

2014-2015*
*Welcome Packet format largely 

the result of Miss Seeley. 
[image: image2.wmf]Welcome to 2nd grade with…

                   …Mr. Van Norden!
My name is Bryan Van Norden, and I will be teaching your child the second grade curriculum this year. We have a lot of exiting concepts and projects planned for the year, and I am looking forward to working with you and your child.
Communication between a parent, a student, and the student’s teacher is one of the most important tools that enables children to be successful. I invite you to call or email me with question or concerns at any time during the school year.
~Front office number: (505)998-0501

~My room extension: 115
~My email: bvannorden@nvanm.org
[image: image3.wmf]I will do my best to return calls and emails promptly.
2nd Grade Guidelines
Attendance:

Your child must attend school daily to ensure they learn the academic, social concepts, and skills they will need in life. Students need to be in their seat by 8:00 am, which means they need to be at school between 7:45 am-7:55 am to unpack and organize themselves for the day. I expect your child to be on time and prepared to learn each day.
If your child is absent due to illness, please notify the front office before school begins (if possible). Please notify us if your child will be absent for an extended period of time or has a prearranged absence such as a doctor’s appointment). Students are responsible for all missed assignments.
Classroom Rules: 

I have students make the rules for our classroom during the few days. Check in with them after the first week about our classroom rules.
Classroom Management:
North Valley Academy prides itself on our students displaying good character. In order to emphasize good character, I use a lot of positive reinforcement. I am using a Pull-a-Clip chart this year. The way it works is every student starts off on “Ready to Learn”. When I notice a student demonstrating above-and-beyond behavior, I will [image: image4.wmf]ask said student to pull their clip up one level to “Showing Pride!” When I notice that same student making yet another spectacular choice, I will said student to pull their clip up to “Outstanding”. Yet another, they will be on “Role Model”. If they stay on that for the rest of the day, they will get to fill out a “Good Choice” sheet to be signed by you the parent(s)/guardian(s) as a way to further reinforce their superb day of excellent choices. They will also earn a gem on their clip. After five earned gems, they get to be line leader for a day.

“Poor Choices” will be similarly executed. On the first poor choice, I will ask the student to pull a clip down one level to “Think About It” as a general warning. On the next poor choice, said student will move down to “Teacher’s Choice”. Here, the consequence is up to me and really will be situation specific, but often it will involve the student missing part or all of one recess. Of course, I allow that student to walk the track, versus just sitting idle. Should they make another poor choice, said student will move down to “Parent Contact” and I will contact you by either having the student fill out a refocus form to be signed and returned or possibly send an email or call home. Any violent or significantly hurtful behavior will result in the student being sent to the front office immediately and a call home at the end of the day. This chart allows students fluidity. Students may get on a certain level, but this allows them to turn their behavior around and change their level.  

Another way to recognize awesome student behavior is through our “Giving Tree.” When a student notices another student displaying above-and-beyond good choices, they may write down what they saw on a Post-It Note and post it on our paper tree. It’s like “giving” a compliment, hence, the tree’s Shel Silverstein’s-inspired name. Towards the end of each day, I will be reading these tickets aloud to the class, as well as asking students to acknowledge what we did well as a class. This way we leave on a positive note!
Homework: 

Students will be receiving a homework packet each Monday, and it will be due on Friday of that week. Please work hard to establish good study habits with your child. I recommend they have a quiet, designated space to work on their nightly homework. Students should use a pencil, and complete work neatly. If I am unable to read it, they will not receive credit. The most important piece of homework is their nightly reading. They will be asked to read each night for 20-30 minutes. This can be done alone or with a parent/sibling. When completing their nightly reading, they must fill out a reading log and receive a parent/guardian signature. There will be no homework assigned for this first partial week.
 Here are a few things you can do to help your child:
· Reading

· Please ensure your child reads EVERY night!
· Talk with them
· Show them that you are interested in their “job” by asking them about what they are learning. Read their agenda to find out what was important to them from the day.
· Sleep
· They need GOOD sleep and enough of it too.  It is a long enough day for them already without lack of sleep.  They need a good night sleep every night!
· Snacks
· Please make sure that they have healthy snacks each day. If the snack is not something that is going to help their brains learn it will be coming back home. I will offer them a healthier replacement snack instead (Absolutely NO candy, soda, or peanut butter).  Please remind your child not to share food due to allergies.

· Attendance

· The learning that your child misses when they miss a day of school is irreplaceable. Please make sure that your child only misses school when they are sick!

Birthdays:

I encourage you to come in and celebrate your child’s birthday during the year. I usually block out the last 15 minutes of the day (2:45-3:00) to celebrate your child’s birthday. If your child has a birthday over the summer we can celebrate on their half birthday.  Please let me know ahead of time if you choose to do this so I can block that time out in our schedule.
Each year there are many students with food allergies who are not able to have many types of food, and we would like it to be fair for all students so all are included during birthday celebrations. Once I know what the allergies are, I will inform all families so that birthday celebrations include all students. Thank you for your understanding.
Snacks:


Every day students will have a 10-minute snack. It is YOUR responsibility to pack your child with a healthy snack each and every day.
Field trips:


Second grade has some great field trips planned, and we love to have parents/guardians or grandparents come as chaperones. Look for more information throughout the school year for the destinations and dates. 
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Curriculum:

· Language Arts:

· Reading Street
· Math:

· Go Math!
· Science:

· Pearson
· Social Studies:

· Pearson
· Don’t forget, we also teach Engineering and Technology. We are a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) school afterall.

Pull Outs:

· Library:

· We will have library with the school volunteers. I do not yet know the day or time, but please remember to send in your child’s library books on that day (once it is established) so that they are able to check more books out.
· Technology/Computer Lab:

· We will have computer on Mondays from 8:55 am-9:55 am with me.
· Art:

· [image: image6.wmf]Students will have Art on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:53 am-9:33 am with Ms. Clark. 
· But if you are artistic or enjoy doing art projects please feel free to contact me about coming in to work with the students during our classroom art projects.
· Physical Education:

· Students will have P.E. on Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:53 am-9:33 am with Mr. Gallegos.

Questions????
Wow, that is a lot of information!!!! It may have been a little long-winded, but I wanted to try to answer the questions that you might have. I want you to know that I will strive to make this classroom a fun, safe, productive, and efficient learning environment. If you have any information that you feel will help me teach your child better, shoot me an email, or set up a meeting.
I look forward to a wonderful collaborative year with you and your child. Thank you for taking the time to read all about my expectations for 2nd grade. 
Sincerely,

     Mr. Van Norden

Parent/Guardian Volunteers:

I welcome and need parent help both inside and outside of the classroom. If this is something you are interested in, please fill out the attached form to tell me what you would like to do for our classroom. Remember you must have had a background check done in the last two years. If you are not sure or would like information on how to get that done, please ask. 
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Parents/Guardians and Students:

Please sign and return.

We have read and discussed the class policies and we understand what is expected in Mr. Van Norden’s 2nd gade classroom. 
Parent/Guardian Signature(s): 
____________________     ___________________
Student Signature: 
______________________________________
Please return to Mr. Van Norden by the end Friday, August 15th (the end of this week).
Volunteer Interest Form
Throughout the school year I love to have parents come in and help. If you are interested fill out this form.

Name: ________________________

Child’s name:________________________
I am available to help with (check as many as possible):
______ laminating materials

______ making copies

______ helping with art projects
______ reading with students on-on-one
______ helping with parties

______ providing treats when asked

______ field trip chaperone
______ making die-cuts

______ other projects as needed
Tell me what you are good at:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When are you available to help in the classroom? Please list the day(s) and time for that day. For example: Monday from 9-12. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please return to Mr. Van Norden’s room by the end of the first week of school (Friday, August 15th. 

